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Introducing...: 7. California

AKA Aloe Blacc 8. The Window
Situations feat. CashUs King fka Co$$ 9. The Plight

Make It Happen 10. We Shine feat. Blu
Find Your Way 11.

My Time To Shine*
Where I'm From :

Produced by DJ Rhettmatic for Beat Junkie Sound

Lyrics/Raps/Vocals by Aloe Blacc
Additional Lyrics/Raps by Co$$ & Blu
Beats & Scratches by DJ Rhettmatic

*Trumpet by Aloe Blacc

Mixed by wizider at The Panic Room
Recorded in Los Angeles & Long Beach, California in 2004.

Artwork by FWMJ for Rappers | Know



ALOE BLACC & RHETTMATIC

For the last couple of years, in honor of my
birthday (May 10), I've been releasing some music
(whether mixes or unreleased projects) to the
public as a thank you to everyone who've been
" supporting.my musical endeavors throughout the
years, & just being grateful for able to live another
day/week/month/year. Today is no exception.

Everyone by now should be familiar with the
talented soul singer, the man called Aloe Blacc.
Unless you are not into Underground Independent
Hip Hop or didn't grow up in the Southern
California Music Scene during the 90's, you might
not know that Aloe Blacc is also an incredible
Emcee and is part of a group.called "Emanon" with
_producer extraordinaire, Exile.

What a lot of people may not also know that Aloe &
myself recorded a whole album together back in
2004. "2004?!"....yup, 13 years ago....can you
believe that?? This is around the time when Aloe
was attending USC & | was living in Long Beach at
was still working at Fat Beats LA. You're probably
also asking the question "Why is there an image of
a Quarter on the front cover?". I'm glad you asked
that....Aloe suggested we do something like this:
"Maybe an image that depicts something about
2004, like a pair of shoes that came out that year
or a big news item. In 2004, | turned 25, maybe an
image of a 1979 quarter"....hence, the reason why
we have a Quarter on the album cover.

How this_project came about is basically, both. Aloe
& myself were at some type of crossroad in terms
of what we wanted to do as artists, individually.
Aloe was taking a break from Emanon in terms of
exploring, recording solo projects & working, with
different artists....Exile was in the process of
becoming the producer he is known today by
working on his own solo projects as well as
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crafting an album with a young, talented MC by the
name of "Blu". As for me, | was also trying to
expand my horizons as a producer. Everyone
knows me mostly for being a DJ/Turntablist from
the Beat Junkies & the only production work that |
did that people are aware of is with the.Visionaries.
| wanted to branch out & work with different artists
as well to see what else | can do that | can't
normally do with my own,group. | was luckily
enough to have Aloe open to the idea in working
with me. Around this time period, | was solely using
the Akai MPC2000 for my main production
equipment, & made a few beats on EMU SP1200
DrumsMachine Sample (Listen to-the album &
guess which machine | used). We recorded 14
songs but had really 11 strong.songs. | just
remember listening to our project & saying
"Wow...Aloe is incredible!".. The plan was to shop
the project but it never got a.chance to
materialized because we both-went on to other
things: Aloe got signed as solo artist on Stones
Throw & | went to work on the 4th Visionaries'
album "We Are The Ones".

On a side note, the song "Find A Way" was made
originally for this project, that later became the
B-Side single to Aloe's "I'm Beautiful" off his
Stones Throw solo debut album "Shine Through". |
had know idea that Aloe can sing and was real
good. When | heard this song, | knew Aloe was
destined to do bigger things. And this song also
led to Aloe working with-my good friend, the
incredible DJ Khalil of Self Scientific and future
Grammy Award Winning Producer. | pIaye'cT"'"Find A
Way" for Khalil and the first thing he said to me
was "Who is thi§ person, | got to work with him".
When he found out who it was, & he was  shocked.
Many years later, they crafted together the
successful hit song "I'm The Man", which were
backdrops for a series of Beats By Dre

commercials as well for the 2014 NFL Draft & 2014
MLB All Star Game ads.

-Fast forward to 2016....I had a chance to revisited

the album and | totally forgot that Aloe & myself
recorded a whole project that was made 13 years
ago. | reached out to Aloe to remind him about our
project. Even-as busy as Aloe is now, he took the
time to listen back to the album*& said it would be
dope if people could here our progression. He
suggested that we release this album as a FREE
project & gave me the idea concept of the album
title & cover artwork. | am very lucky that Aloe gave
me his blessing to release this project that you are
about to listen now. We hope you enjoy this time
capsule & this little nostalgia from our musical
past. And the saying goes...the rest.is history.

To everyone that's taking the time to listen to this
piece of history, as well as those.who've been
supporting me & musical'endeavors from the get
go, thank you very much. To my man Wizider for
helping me with the mixdowns. To my man FWMJ
of RappersIiKnow for the artwork. And to my
brother Aloe....thank-you for always being a friend &
a musical comrade.. Everything you've worked hard
for, you deserved!

—Rhettmatic
Beat Junkies

Rest In Peace -
Nestor Nirza, Jordan Cdfinco, J Dilla, Roc Raida,
James Brown, DJ Dusk, Rob One, Sean Price,
Pumpkinhead; Michael Jackson, David Bowie,
Maurice White, Phife Dawg, Billy Paul, Prince, &
Afeni Shakur Q

A big special shout out to my fellow Visionaries brother 2Mex!
Speedy recovery Alex.. you got this! #GetWelSoon2Mex
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